
St di W tStanding Water
Assessment



Introduction to LakesIntroduction to Lakes

 The Iowa DNR has cataloged 5,432 “standing The Iowa DNR has cataloged 5,432 standing 
waters” in Iowa 
 Lakes and ponds 
 115 Significant publicly owned lakes 67 

“meandered” lakes
 R i d I d t Reservoirs and Impoundments
 4 Flood control reservoirs

 Wetlands Wetlands
 Total acres: 161,366



If All of Our Public Lakes...If All of Our Public Lakes...

Were in Just One SpotWere in Just One Spot



Seasonal Turnover





Site selectionSite selection

 Most representative location Most representative location
 Deepest point
 In circular natural lakes – the center
 In man-made reservoirs – near the dam

 If I don’t have a boat what do I do?
 Sample from a dock
 Sample from the shore
 Indicate dock/shore sampling on the datasheet



Site selection



Sampling from a dock



Point sampling and sampling frequencyPoint sampling and sampling frequency

 Sampling from a specific depth Sampling from a specific depth
 Elbow depth (Approx. ½ meter)

 Monthly sampling is recommended Monthly sampling is recommended
 From ice-out to freeze-over, between 10 AM 

and 3 PMand 3 PM
 Be consistent – If you can only sample every 

other month or quarterly then stick with it!other month or quarterly then stick with it!
 Remember – SAMPLE SAFELY!!





Secchi Disk DepthSecchi Disk Depth

Secchi Disk Depth



Point SamplingPoint Sampling





Habitat AssessmentHabitat Assessment



Include distances and landmarks in your description

Include distances and landmarks in your description


