
What must a community do to be considered for disadvantaged status? 
A community must submit an analysis containing total annual project costs, as developed by 
an engineer. 
 

What are “total annual project costs”? 
They are the costs of the proposed project plus any current wastewater treatment costs, 
including O&M and debt. 
 

How can my community qualify as disadvantaged? 
If the total annual project costs per household are more than 2% of the communities’ median 
household income, the community will be considered disadvantaged.  If the costs per 
household are less than 2%, additional factors will be considered to determine disadvantaged 
status. 
 

What happens if my community is disadvantaged? 
A disadvantaged community will receive more time to comply with wastewater regulations.  
The community will need to consider other treatment alternatives, and then either implement 
a feasible alternative or determine how else wastewater regulations may be met. 
 

When can a community apply for disadvantaged status (when will the rules be 
effective)? 
Communities will not be able to qualify as disadvantaged until the rules are final.  We 
estimate that the rules will be finalized in October or November of 2012. 
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