
Waste Determination / Generator Status Roadmap 
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** This guidance does not substitute for RCRA’s waste determination required in 40 CFR 262.11. 
 

Hazardous waste guidance can be found at www.epa.gov/aboutepa/region7.html   

Can the material be 
used in the near 

future for its 
originally intended 

purpose? 

It is not a waste. 

Is the material 
excluded or 
exempt from 

regulation under 40 
CFR 261.2, 261.3, 

or 261.4? 

Is it a commercial 
chemical product 
listed in 40 CFR 

261.33 as  
 “Acutely 

Hazardous”  
(P codes or 

F027)? 

It is a hazardous waste. 
 

Determine Generator 
status limits from chart 

below. 

It is not a 
 regulated waste. Is it a 

commercial 
chemical 

product listed in 
40 CFR 261.33 

as “Toxic”?  
 

 (U codes) 

It is not a regulated 
hazardous waste. 

Does it exhibit any of 
the following 

characteristics? 
 

• Ignitable (D001)  
        (261.21) 
• Corrosive (D002)  
        (261.22) 
• Reactive (D003) 
        (261.23) 
• Toxic (D004 - D043)  
      (261.24)

NO YES 

Is it a spent or 
used waste listed 

in 40 CFR 
261.31 or 
261.32?  

 
(e.g., F001 - 

F005 solvents)

It is a hazardous waste. 
 
 
 

Generator status limits are shown in the chart below 
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NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES YES 

NOTES: 
1) Generator must determine all applicable codes. 
2) Containers: 

Empty containers may be handled as non-hazardous solid waste if: 

- Acutely hazardous waste containers have been triple rinsed with a suitable solvent;
  

- Other hazardous waste containers are drained and scraped to remove as much 
material as possible, but leave no more than 3% of capacity, or 1 inch of residue.  

 
Rinsate and removed residue must be managed according to the roadmap. 



 
 

Universal Waste Handler and 
Hazardous Waste Generator 

Requirements 
 

 

Universal Waste 
SQHUW – Small Quantity Handler of Universal Waste 
LQHUW – Large Quantity Handler of Universal Waste 
 
Hazardous Waste 
CESQG - Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator  
SQG - Small Quantity Generator 
LQG - Large Quantity Generator 

 
For a more detailed analysis, see Hazardous Waste Generator Regulations: A User-Friendly Reference Document, 

May 2007 (PDF) 
 

Universal Waste Hazardous Waste


