
Are you interested in starting a 

recycling program at your apartment 

or condominium? This guide will help 

you get started. 

The City serves single family homes through 

four-plex apartment complexes. If you have 

a City trash container, you have access to 

curbside recycling services. Please call the 

Refuse Division at 319-356-5180 for more 

information on how to get a bin or see  

www.icgov.org/recycle. If your apartment  

or condo has a trash dumpster, you do not 

have City recycling services. 

An existing option for recycling that is already 

in place is the community’s public drop-off 

sites. Please see www.icgov.org/recycle for 

a complete list of locations and accepted 

materials. 

In Iowa City, landlords of complexes that have 

five or more units are required to provide trash 

collection services for tenants; the service is 

usually provided by a private waste hauler. As 

of December 2012, landlords are NOT required 

to provide recycling services. 

The first step in getting a recycling program 

started is having your landlord contact your 

solid waste hauler to get more information 

about the recycling services the hauler 

offers and the costs. Recycling is not free. 

Costs for recycling service include labor, 

equipment, fuel and sometimes sorting the 

recycling. Based on a recent pilot project, the 

average cost for apartment and condominium 

recycling in Iowa City is about $2.60 per 
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month per household. Your landlord/manager 

may choose to pay this but will likely pass this 

cost along to tenants or condo association 

members. 

Share this information with your neighbors, 

landlord, building owners and/or 

condominium association or direct them to 

www.icgov.org/recyclepilot. 

Bin placement

Recycling bins and materials cannot be stored 

in apartment or condominium hallways or 

in utility closets. Providing only external 

containers can help negate fire code issues. 

▝▝ Provide each unit a small recycling  

bin or tote bag that tenants or  

condo owners can use to transport 

materials to an exterior container. 

▝▝ Work with your existing trash hauler to 

determine the best type of external  

containers and the best location for them.

▝▝ If possible, place external recycling 

containers in existing dumpster enclosure. 

▝▝ Check with the City of Iowa City Housing 

and Inspection Services Department to  

see if one of these options will work in  

your location:

 » Place the recycling container beside the 

existing trash enclosure.

 » Place the recycling container beside 

the existing trash dumpster with no 

enclosure.

http://www.icgov.org/recycle
http://www.icgov.org/recycle
http://www.icgov.org/recyclepilot


Ongoing education 

It is important that residents know what can 

and cannot be recycled and are periodically 

reminded of acceptable items. Contamination 

such as trash, food waste and other non-

recyclable items ensures that all the materials 

in the recycling container will end up at the 

landfill. 

▝▝ Work with your hauler to provide distinctly 

different containers for trash and recycling. 

▝▝ If containers of different colors are not 

available, work with your hauler to properly 

label containers in a way that is highly 

visible and obvious to tenants.

▝▝ Advertise the recycling program with 

tenants through posters and other means 

to help residents learn what materials are 

acceptable. More reminders means that 

more tenants are more likely to use the 

program correctly.

▝▝ Ask your solid waste and recycling hauler  

if he/she can provide posters for outreach 

in communal areas.

▝▝ Discuss new programs at tenant or 

association meetings. Use examples to  

help people understand what materials  

are acceptable.

▝▝ Ask tenants to help keep recycling clean.

▝▝ Provide outreach and education several 

times per year, starting when leases begin.

How the City can help

City staff is available to meet with property 

owners and managers to assist in starting 

recycling programs, including: 

▝▝ Conducting waste sorts to determine how 

much of a complex’s trash is recyclable.

▝▝ Gathering cost data for individual 

complexes.

▝▝ Assisting in determining best placement  

for external recycling containers.

The landfill can provide assistance with 

education/outreach to tenants and condo 

owners through:

▝▝ Templates for email, postcards and posters. 

▝▝ Printed materials for distribution.

▝▝ Staff for presentations to tenants and 

condo owners.

    Please see 

    www.icgov.org/recyclepilot  

    for more information. 

Contact the Recycling  

Coordinator at any point  

for assistance:

Jennifer Jordan  

jennifer-jordan@iowa-city.org 

319-887-6160
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