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STATEWIDE WASTE CHARACTERIZATION STUDY
The statewide waste characterization study is a tool for the DNR 
and solid waste agencies to identify the amount, composition 
and generator type of materials in Iowa’s solid waste stream 
being landfilled. It provides the information necessary to make 
data driven decisions for increasing resource conservation 
through landfill diversion. The data shows what materials and 
which generating sector to focus on and whether emphasis 
should be placed on increasing participation in existing 
programs or whether new programs and initiatives are needed.

Solid waste was sorted separately by generator type. For this 
study, waste generated by the residential sector was sorted 
independently from waste sorted by the industrial/commercial/
institutional (ICI) sector. In all, 51 tons of solid waste was sorted 
into 62 separate categories.

The DNR is using the Statewide Waste Characterization Study 
in planning what actions can be taken and initiatives made 
available to increase resource conservation through waste 
reduction and recycling.

A special thank you to those landfills participating in the waste 
characterization study. Participating landfills experienced a 
week long disruption in normal operations, provided a safe area 
in which the sorting crew could conduct their business and 
provided food and beverages to the crew:
•	Carroll County Solid Waste Management 

Commission
•	Crawford County Transfer Station
•	Des Moines County Regional Solid Waste 

Commission
•	Dubuque Metropolitan Area Solid Waste 

Agency
•	 Iowa City Landfill and Recycling Center
•	Metro Waste Authority
•	Northwest Iowa Solid Waste Agency
•	Ottumwa-Wapello County Solid Waste 

Commission
•	Poweshiek County Transfer Station
•	 Shelby County Transfer Station
•	 South Central Iowa Solid Waste Agency
•	Waste Commission of Scott County

HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK RECYCLING
Through a joint effort with Central Group 
Companies, Rathbun Area Solid Waste Commission, 
and DNR’s Parks Bureau and Land Quality Bureau 
a comprehensive recycling program is offered to 
guests and visitors of Honey Creek Resort.

The new recycling program was fully implemented 
in September with approximately 2 tons of 
recyclables collected in the first month. Cardboard 
is separated and all other recyclables are delivered 
comingled to the Rathbun Area Recycling Center 
for processing. Materials accepted for recycling 
include cardboard, newspaper, magazines, office 
paper, plastic bottles, glass jars, and tin cans.

Indoor and outdoor recycling containers are 
provided throughout the resort in lodge rooms, 
indoor water park, offices and kitchen. Recycling 
containers are also located in each cabin, in RV 
camping areas, the marina, golf course, beach, and 
other day use areas.

TOP 5 MOST PREVALENT MATERIALS IN WASTE CHARACTERIZATION STUDIES

2011 2005 1998

Food Waste 13.3% Food Waste 10.6% Food Waste 10.6%

OCC & Kraft Paper1 9.0% OCC & Kraft Paper1 8.5% Non-Recyclable Paper2 10.3%

Film Plastic 6.9% Mixed Recyclable Paper 7.0% OCC & Kraft Paper1 8.5%

Compostable Paper 6.1% Film Plastic 6.6% Film Plastic 7.5%

Untreated Wood 5.4% Compostable Paper 6.5% Mixed Recyclable Paper 5.4%

Cumulative 40.4% Cumulative 39.2% Cumulative 42.3%
1OCC = old corrugated cardboard; Kraft paper is brown heavy paper such as grocery bags
2Non-recyclable paper in the 1998 study included such compostable paper as napkins, 
paper towels and paper plates. These were separated out in the 2005 and 2011 studies as 
compostable paper.

HHMs 0.2%Durable 2.3% 
(electronics & appliances) 

Plastic 16.7%

C&D 13.5%

Organic 25.5%

Glass 1.5%

Metal 5.0%

Paper 25.2%

Other Waste 
10.1%

2011 COMPOSITION OF MUNICIPAL 
SOLID WASTE STREAM IN IOWA

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about the Waste Characterization Study and FABA’s recycling initiatives, go to www.iowadnr.gov/FABA
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REST AREA RECYCLING
The Iowa Department of Transportation, working with Underwood 
Consulting, implemented a 12 month pilot recycling project at 8 central Iowa 
rest area buildings in Polk and Story counties. The recycling program accepts 
aluminum cans and plastic and glass bottles from the travelling public. 
Cardboard and plastic containers used by rest area staff are also recycled 

under this pilot program.

In the reporting period of June 
through September, nearly 10 
tons of recyclable materials were 
recovered from the waste stream 
destined for the landfill.

The pilot project will continue 
through June 2012.

The full report of the 2011 Statewide Waste Characterization Study is available at www.iowadnr.gov/FABA.


