
Maquoketa Caves State Park – Key Issues  

Goal –  Enhance the recreation and outdoor education experiences by improving the condition of 
Maquoketa Caves State Park facilities. This promotes visitor’s mental and physical health, 
encourages family time and making memories in the outdoors, while protecting the natural 
resources for the future, creating awareness of environmental subjects, and generating economic 
activity in the region. 

Objectives -  

Visitor Center - Continue to promote the visitor center, museum visitor services, 
and interpretive programming efforts by: 

• Adding a seasonal ADA restroom and drinking fountain 

Campground & Hike-in Campground - Modernize and support current 
technological advances in the campgrounds by: 

• Upgrading existing non-modern campsites to provide both full hook-up and electric campsites 

Youth Group Campground - Develop the youth group camping area as the premier 
campground for organized youth groups in Iowa by providing these facilities at 
each site: 

• Modern shelters 
• Year-round restrooms 
• Water Hydrant 
• Fire Ring 

Picnic Areas (A & B) - Enhance the current group picnic facilities: 

• Replace underused day-use shelters with CCC-inspired modern shelters to invigorate picnic areas 
o Restricting site conditions and topography limit renovations near shelters 

• Replace the existing and outdated playground 
• Provide appropriate restroom renovations for typical maintenance, including roof repairs 
• Provide additional overflow parking to reduce high demand for parking during peak park use seasons 

Lodge Area - Continue to improve the availability of educational opportunities at 
the lodge and preserving historic CCC infrastructure by: 

• Providing additional interpretive storage 
• Restore picnic circle retaining walls near cave entrance  

 

Public Input Feedback Form (survey) for Maquoketa Caves State Park will be available Wednesday, 
October 15th through Wednesday, November 5th. 

 



MAQUOKETA CAVES 

MAQUOKETA CAVES STATE PARK 
RECREATION USE PLAN
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CAMPGROUND AREA
● 29 Campsites (Existing)
● Add 50 AMP Electricity to 23
         Existing Sites (Proposed)
● Convert 5 Campsites to Full
         Hook-up (Proposed)

HIKE - IN CAMPGROUND
● 6 Hike - In Campsites - 
    Non-Electric (Existing)
● Add 20 AMP Electricity to
            existing sites (Proposed) 

PICNIC AREA (A)
●  1 Shelter (Existing)

Replace (Proposed)
●  1 Playground (Existing)

 Replace (Proposed)
●  1 Restroom - Seasonal (Existing)
           Renovate Roof (Proposed)

YOUTH GROUP CAMPGROUND
● 3 Youth Group Campsites (Existing)
● 3 Restrooms - Year-round (Being   
 Constructed)
● 3 Shelters - Electric (Proposed)

PARK OFFICE
● 1 Park Office Bldg. & Shop (Existing)

 Expand Heated Area (Proposed)

VISITOR CENTER (Existing)
● Restroom - Seasonal (Being Constructed)
● Concrete Walkway (Proposed)

LODGE AREA
● 1 Lodge (Existing)
● 1 Restroom - Seasonal (Existing)
● Update Lodge Roofing (Existing)
● Interpretive Program 
 Storage Addition (Proposed)
● Restore Picnic Circle (Proposed)

EQUIPMENT STORAGE BUILDING
● 3 Bay Garage with Electricity (Proposed)
● Fence Boundary Line Addition (Proposed)
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PICNIC AREA (B)
●  1 Shelter (Existing)

Replace (Proposed) 

●

●

LEGEND
 Park Boundary 
 Trails (Existing)
 Roads 
 Water

330 ft.

0 mi.                 1/8 mi.


	Maquoketa Caves State Park Key Issues
	Maquoketa Caves RecUsePlan2

