
Trail Etiquette and Use guidelines

Please preserve Iowa’s trails. Do not ride wet trails. Ride only on designated, open, 
dry trails and crossings. Call ahead for official trail closures or check the website. 
The fine for riding closed DNR trails is $127.50. Help park staff by staying off 
trails that are wet, even if not officially closed. Please be aware that soil impacts 
from horses create severe erosion, costly repairs,and potentially permanent trail 
closures. Please notify trail managers of dangers that have surfaced on the trails.

When meeting others on trail, move to the right. Alert any trail user by speaking 
when you approach them, especially from behind. If wishing to pass, indicate 
your desire verbally and wait until safe passage is possible. Riders may need 
to dismount and move off the trail. Back horses off the trail when kicking is a 
concern. Recognize that other park users may be unfamiliar with horses. 

Horses known to kick should wear a red ribbon on the tail. Stallions should wear a 
yellow ribbon on the tail.

Leave no trace. Most parks have a carry in/carry out policy. The fine for littering 
is $100.50 in state parks. Remove all manure and trash from the parking and 
camping areas. Carry proper clean-up equipment with you. 

Tying animals to vegetation is prohibited. Running horses in public areas is strictly 
prohibited. Portable stalls are not allowed. Staking out or hobbles are prohibited.  
Be careful with campfires. Clear the area around the fire ring and never leave fires 
unattended.

Equestrian Trails

I o w a  D E p a r T m E n T  o f  n a T u r a l  r E s o u r c E s

leading Iowans in caring for our natural resources  |  www.iowadnr.gov

All pets must be caged or leashed.

Be aware that hunting is permitted in many areas except within developed facilities 
such as campgrounds.

Special permits are required by managing agencies for organized events. There are 
numerous equestrian groups that host riding events and volunteer work days on 
public lands throughout Iowa. Contact the Iowa Horse Council or the Iowa Trail 
Riders Association for more information.  

Practice good sportsmanship and share these etiquette rules with others. Be an 
ambassador for your sport. Thank you.
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NORTHWEST REGION
Bennett Area Carroll Co 712-792-4614 4 mi E, 2 mi N of Glidden 3 W F P 5N NO C,D D N

Bertram Reservation Clay Co 712-262-2187 2 mi E of Peterson 4 W H,F NO D NO N
Brushy Creek Rec Area DNR 515-543-8298 5 mi E of Lehigh on D46 37 

(1,12)
W,P,A H,F M 120E/

97N
C,D C,D C,D R, N

Burt Lake Kossuth Co 515-295-2138 4 mi W, 1 mi N of Swea City 1.5 F N 6E/10N C,D C,D NO
Butrick Bluff Area Carroll Co 712-792-4614 3 mi N of Glidden 4 W H P NO D D N
Dickson Timber  #$2/$15 Carroll Co 712-792-4614 3.5 mi NE of Glidden 3 W H N  10E/5N D C,D ** C,D N
Ed Winkel Memorial Trail Osceola Co 712-758-3709 Sibley to Allendorf 6 F NO D NO
Fort Defiance State Park DNR 712-362-2078 1 mi W of Estherville 5 (1) W H,F D D D
High Trestle Trail Boone Co 515-353-4237 Slater to Woodward 13 P,A F NO N
Hillview Rec Area Plymouth Co 712-947-4270 1 mi W of Hinton 3 W,P H,F M,N 46E/10N C,D D NO N
Lime Creek Consv Area Cerro Gordo Co 641-423-5309 1 mi N of Mason City 7.6 

(7.6)
W,P H,F P 1N D D D R,N

Martin Area Access Cherokee Co 712-225-5959 4.7 mi E of Larrabee 2.5 * F P 21N C C C,D
Merritt Access Carroll Co 712-792-4614 4 mi NE of Glidden 2 F P 10N NO C,D D N
Moorhead Park Ida Co 712-364-3300 .5 mi N of Ida Grove 2.5 P F D D D
Oneota Little Sioux Access Clay Co 712-262-2187 1 mi E of Spencer 5 PW F NO D NO N
Pilot Knob State Park DNR 641-581-4835 4 mi E of Forest City 8.5 

(0.5)
H D D D N

Russ WL Area & Thorpe Park Winnebago Co 641-565-3390 6 mi W of Forest City 3 P F N 13E/2N NO/ C,D C,D NO R,N
Russell White Nature Trail Carroll Co 712-792-4614 Lanesboro to Hwy 286 3 P F P NO D D N
Shell Rock River Greenbelt Cerro Gordo Co 641-423-5309 295 SE of S62, S of Rock Falls 7.5 W,P H,F P 1N D D D R,N
Southwood Consv Area Woodbury Co 712-258-0838 1 mi SW of Smithland 5 (1) W,P H,F M 4E C,D C,D C,D R,N
Stone State Park DNR 712-255-4698 8 mi NW of Sioux City 6.5 (2) W,P H D D D R,N
Swan Lake State Park Carroll Co 712-792-4614 2 mi SE of Carroll 1.5 W F D D D N

# Daily/Annual Fee    * Ride on Roads only    ** Hitching Stalls available
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NORTHEAST REGION
Backbone State Forest DNR 563-924-2527 2 mi SW of Strawberrry Point 5 W,P H,F NO D NO R,N
Blackhawk WL Area Jackson Co 563-652-3783 3 mi W of Maquoketa 1.5 W H NO D NO N
Cedar River Greenbelt Trail Mitchell Co 641-732-5204 1.5 mi W of Osage 4.5 H,F NO D NO
Central Park Jones Co 319-487-3541 2 mi W of Center Junction 2 * F D D NO
Gilbertson Consv Ed Area Fayette Co 563-426-5740 E edge of Elgin 5 H N 28E/20N C,D C,D D
Grammer Grove Marshall Co 641-754-6303 3 mi SW of Liscomb 1 W F P Group N C C NO N
Grundy Co Greenbelt Grundy Co 319-345-2688 Commercial St in Reinbeck 2 F N Group N C/NO C C 
Heart of Iowa Nature Trail Marshall Co 641-754-6303 Trailhead in Rhodes 4.3 W,P,A F D D NO N
Heery Woods State Park Butler Co 319-278-4237 S edge of Clarksville 1 F N C,D C,D NO
Interstate Park Mitchell Co 641-732-5204 W of Mitchell 2 H,F M 25E/15N C C NO
Matsell Bridge Natural Area Linn Co 319-872-6450 2.5 mi N of Viola 6.3 F N 8N C,D/D C,D C
Maynes Grove Franklin Co 641-456-4375 1.5 mi SW of Popejoy 2 F NO/D D D
Pinicon Alders WL Area Mitchell Co 641-732-5204 1/2 mi N of McIntire 1.5 F NO D NO
Pioneer Trail Grundy Co 319-345-2688 Holland to Reinbeck 11 F D NO
Pleasant Creek St Rec Area DNR 319-436-7716 4.5 mi NW of Palo 8 (1) W,P,A H,F P 2N D D D N
Pony Hollow Trail Clayton Co 563-245-1516 Within Elkader City Rec Area 4 W,A F M 70E/40N C C,D C R
Price Wildlife Habitat Chickasaw Co 641-394-4714 Alta Vista to New Hampton 10 F NO D NO
South Cedar Natural Area Linn Co 319-872-6450 3 mi SW of Mt. Vernon 0.75 F N 10N C,D/C C,D NO
Squaw Creek Park Linn Co 319-872-6450 1 mi S of Marion 4 H,F N Group N C,D C,D NO
Volga River State Rec Area DNR 563-425-4161 4 mi N of Fayette 25 (2) F N 20N C,D/NO C,D C,D
Wakpicada Natural Area Linn Co 319-872-6450 1 mi S of Central City 1 F N 10N C/NO C,D NO
Yellow River State Forest DNR 563-586-2254 14 mi SE of Waukon 20 H,F N 40N C,D/NO C,D C,D

# Daily/Annual Fee    * Ride on Roads only    ** Hitching Stalls available
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SOUTHEAST REGION
Amborn-Pagin WL Area Lee Co 319-463-7673 Argyle Rd (Hwy 82) 340th St 1.5 H,F NO D D
Belva Deer Co Park Keokuk Co 641-622-3757 5 mi SE of Sigourney on 235th 8 F N Group N C C ** C
Big Hollow Creek Rec Area Des Moines Co 319-753-8260 2.5 mi W, 5 mi N of Dodgeville 5 (5) W,P H,F N 12N D D D N
Brinton Timber Washington Co 319-657-2400 5 mi NW of Brighton 4 H N D/NO D D
Cairo Woods WL Area Louisa Co 319-523-8381 S of Columbus Junction 7 H,F NO D NO N
Clemons Creek WL Area Washington Co 319-657-2400 2 mi W of Washington 2 H,F P NO D NO
Deep River Timber Reserve Poweshiek Co 641-623-3191 2 mi E, 1 mi N of Deep River 0.5 H,F NO D NO
Elk Rock State Park DNR 641-842-6008 7 mi N of Knoxville 13 (8) F M 24E/36N C,D/D C,D ** C,D
English River WL Area Washington Co 319-657-2400 5 mi SE of Wellman 2 F P NO D NO
Fern Cliff Area Washington Co 319-657-2400 12 mi SE of Washington 1 H N D/NO D NO
Fox Forest Area Poweshiek Co 641-623-3191 .5 mi W of Montezuma 1.5 H,F NO D NO
Gibson Rec Area Henry Co 319-986-5067 6 mi SW of Mt. Pleasant 1.5 F NO D NO
Indian Slough WL Area Louisa Co 319-523-8381 5 mi N of Wapello 5 F NO D NO N
McGowen Rec Area Davis Co 641-664-2572 2 mi E of Bloomfield on J-40 2 F D D NO
Oakland Mills Park Henry Co 319-986-5067 4 mi SW of Mt. Pleasant on W55 1.5 F NO D NO
Pioneer Ridge Nature Area Wapello Co 641-682-3091 6 mi S of Ottumwa 15 H,F D D D
Rock Creek State Park DNR 641-236-3722 9 mi NW of Grinnell 14 (0.5) W,P F D D D N
Saulsbury Bridge Rec Area Muscatine Co 563-649-3379 8 mi NE of Muscatine 5 F D D NO
Scott Co Park Scott Co 563-328-3282 3 mi E of Long Grove 7.5 

(7.5)
W,P H,F P 4N C,D/

Pre-filled 
Tank

C,D C,D N

Shimek State Forest DNR 319-878-3811 3 mi E of Farmington on Hwy 2 27 (4) W H,F N 35N C C,D ** C R,N
Sockum Ridge Washington Co 319-657-2400 5 mi SE of Washington 2 H N D/NO D NO
Stephens State Forest DNR 641-774-5632 3 mi W of Lucas off Hwy 65 31 (4) W H,F N 42N C C,D C,D R,N
Turkey Run WL Area Jefferson Co 641-472-4421 7 mi SE of Fairfield off Hwy 1 7 W,P H P Group N NO C,D C,D N

# Daily/Annual Fee    * Ride on Roads only    ** Hitching Stalls available
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SOUTHWEST REGION
Arrowhead Co Park # $2/$10 Pottwattamie Co 712-328-5638 1 mi E of Neola on Co Rd 255 3 H M 58E/

100N
C,D C,D NO

Boone Woods Ringgold Co 641-464-2787 2.5 mi SW of Redding on Hwy 169 4 W H P 4N NO C,D C,D N
Hackelbarney Woods Park 
# $1/$25

Montgomery Co 712-623-4753 4 mi N of Villisca, 1 mi E of Hwy 
71

6 W,P H P 4N C,D C,D C,D R,N

Heart of Iowa Nature Trail Story Co 515-232-2516 Slater to Melbourne 32 (32) W,P,A H,F N 5E C,D D NO N
Lake of Three Fires St Park DNR 712-523-2700 3 mi NE of Bedford on Hwy 49 8 (4) W,P F M 8E/18N C,D C,D C,D R,N
Lewis A. Jester Park Polk Co 515-323-5300 3 mi NE of Granger 12 W H,F N 20N C,D C,D ** NO R,N
Nine Eagles State Park DNR 641-442-2855 6 mi SE of Davis City 6 (3) W H N Group N D/NO D D N
Peterson Park Story Co 515-232-2516 1.75 mi E of Hwy 69 3.7 

(3.7)
W F D/NO D NO N

Pierce Creek Rec Area Page Co 712-542-3864 5 mi NE of Shennandoah 10 H,F M 12E/8N C,D C,D NO
Prairie Rail Trail Story Co 515-232-2516 Roland to Zearing 10.5 

(10.5)
P,A F NO D NO N

Nodaway Valley Page Co 712-542-3864 2 mi N of Clarinda 5 H,F M 12E/2N C,D/D C,D NO
Skunk River Greenbelt Story Co 515-232-2516 E18 Greenbelt Access 2.5 

(2.5)
W,P H,F NO D NO N

Wabash Trail # $1/$10 Pottwattamie Co 712-328-5638 Council Bluffs to Mineola 10 F NO D NO
Walnut Woods State Park DNR 515-285-4502 4 mi SW of Des Moines on Hwy 5 2.3 W F D D NO N
Waubonsie State Park DNR 712-382-2786 6 mi SW of Sidney on Hwy 2 8 (8) H N 37N C,D C,D ** C,D N

# Daily/Annual Fee    * Ride on Roads only    ** Hitching Stalls available


