


2015 Fishing License and Permit Fees 
All persons who fish for or possess trout must have 
paid the current trout fee. However, children under 
16 years of age may fish for and possess trout if 
they fish with a licensed adult who has paid the 
current trout fee and they limit their combined catch 
to the daily limit of five trout. If these young anglers 
want to fish for and keep their own limit of trout, 
they only need to purchase the trout fee. 

Resident 
Annual 16 years old and older 
7-Day 
1-Day 
Trout Fee 
Lifetime 65 years old and older 
Replace Lost License (per privilege) 

Nonresident 
Annual 16 years old and older 
7-Day 
3-Day 
1-Day 
Trout Fee 
Replace Lost License (per privilege) 

$19 
$13.50 

$9.50 
$12.50 
$52.50 

$4.50 

$41 
$32 

$17.50 
$10.50 

$15 
$4.50 

Season and Limits - There is a continuous open 
season on trout with a daily limit of 5 and a posses
sion limit of 10. For a complete listing of trout fish
ing regulations, including restrictive trout fisheries, 
see the current Iowa Fishing Regulations. 

Trout fee proceeds 
are used exclusively 
for trout fisheries im
provement in Iowa. 



CATCHABLE TROUT FISHERIES 
The 42 streams and three ponds that are 
stocked are highlighted in red on the map. 
Catchable size trout are typically 1 O to 
12 inches long and weigh about one-half 
pound. 

The Iowa DNR stocks between 
300,000 and 400,000 trout from April 1 
through late autumn. In addition, more than 
600 excess brood trout weighing over 2 
pounds each are released in small numbers 
into each area. 

Rainbow and brook trout are used 
in the catchable stocking program. Ap
proximately 85 percent are rainbows and 
15 percent are brooks. The number of fish 
stocked into each area varies depending 
on length of the stream and angler use of 
the area. These criteria also determine the 
frequency that each area is stocked. 

Surveys indicate that good trout 
numbers are present several days after the 
most recent stocking and throughout the 
winter. In addition to the stocked trout, many 
of these areas have fair to excellent wild 
brown trout that challenge even the best 
anglers. Brown trout up to 20 inches are 
not uncommon. 

Visit our web site at 
www.iowadnr.gov/fishing to find out more 
information on Iowa's trout program. A 
monthly stocking calendar is also available 
on this site. 



ANGLER CONSERVATION 
EASEMENTS AND ACQUISITIONS 
The majority of Trout Country is under private 
ownership; however, the Iowa DNR does pur
chase land along some streams from willing 
sellers to provide trout fishing on publicly-owned 
land. Those streams flowing through privately
owned land require permission to fish from the 
landowner, unless the stream has an Angler 
Conservation Easement. Angler Conservation 
Easements along trout streams provide water 
resource protection, fish habitat restoration and 
public angling. Conservation easements are an 
important partnership with participating landown
ers. Your cooperation will protect these "Trout 
Trails" and allow the public to fish as guests of the 
landowner. Always respect private property and 
"Leave No Trace." 

TROUT FISHING TIPS 
GEAR -A light-action spinning rod or fly rod 
works best. The line should be no heavier that six 
pound test. For fly rod, use a tapered leader with 
1 to 4 pound test tippet. Use polarized glasses 
to help see into the water to locate fish and likely 
fish-holding habitat. Wear rubber boots to keep 
dry. 
PRESENTATION - Trout are easily spooked 
making them hard to catch. Approach the stream 
cautiously and, when the water is clear, you may 
need to kneel or crawl to lower your profile. Cast 
upstream toward the habitat where trout may be 
hiding. 
TERMINAL TACKLE- Trout can be caught on a 
wide variety of natural food items like night crawl
ers, worms and minnows. Trout can be caught on 
unnatural food items such as cheese, sweet corn, 
synthetic baits, marshmallows and salmon eggs, 
or artificial lures such as crankbaits and spinners. 
When fly fishing, use imitations of aquatic insects 
like mayflies, caddis flies, stoneflies and midges. 
Terrestrial insects like grasshoppers, cricket and 
ants can be effective during the summer. 

MATCH THE HATCH (left), has pictures of 
various natural food items and the corresponding 
lures that imitate each. Try selecting lures or flies 
that match the size, shape and color of the items 
that trout are currently feeding on. 



TIPS FOR CATCH AND RELEASE 
• Land and release the fish as quickly as possible, 

not to exhaustion. 
• Handle as little as possible. Use forceps or 

needle-nose pliers to assist in gently removing 
the hook. 

• Trout that must be handled should be firmly 
grasped, not squeezed. Never put your fingers 
inside the gill covers or in the eye sockets. 

• Turn fish upside down to remove hooks. 
• On a fish that has swallowed the hook or is 

hooked deeply, cut the line as close to the hook 
as possible and release it. 

• If you plan to release many or all trout, consider 
using only flies or artificial lures as hooking mor
tality is greatly reduced. 

NATURALLY REPRODUCING AND 
FINGERLING STOCKED STREAMS 
Over the past 20 years northeast Iowa has 
experienced a dramatic increase in the miles 
of stream supporting populations of trout that 
are fully sustained through natural reproduc
tion. These increases occurred as watersheds 
were improved, instream habitat was installed, 
improved trout genetics were used, and Iowa 
went through an extended period of above aver
age annual rainfall. As of 2014, there are about 
45 streams in Iowa that maintain populations of 
naturally reproducing trout and many of these 
streams are publically owned including portions 
of: Bloody Run, Clear, Coldwater, Ensign Hol
low, French, Grannis, Little Paint, North Bear, 
Pine, Richmond Springs, South Pine, Sny Ma
gill, South Fork Big Mill, Trout River, and Water
loo. 

About 175,000 fingerling trout are 
stocked into Iowa streams each year to provide 
additional opportunities to catch "stream-reared" 
trout. About 75 percent of the stocked finger
lings are brown trout with the remainder com
prised of rainbow trout and brook trout. Some 
of the fingerling-stocked streams are on private 
lands and are listed in the PUT AND GROW 
STREAMS table. Landowner permission is 
required to fish PUT AND GROW STREAMS. 
Fingerling trout are also stocked into the follow
ing streams with public-owned access: Bear 
(Clayton County), Bloody Run, Brush (Fayette 
County), Coon, Dunning's Spring, Glovers, Pine, 
Little Turkey, Maquoketa River, Monastery, North 
Cedar, South Bear, Swiss Valley, Trout Run, 
Twin Springs, White Pine Hollow and Wapsipini
con River. 



HABITAT IMPROVEMENT 
The goal is to improve and maintain quality water, 
reduce soil erosion and improve trout habitat. 

Fisheries personnel conduct an active 
habitat improvement program on trout streams. 
The first step is to minimize erosion of topsoil into 
the stream by applying proper agricultural prac
tices on the land in the watershed. 

Habitat structures, such as rock deflectors 
and bankhides, are installed to provide protective 
cover, create holes and increase stream current 
to remove silt and expose the underlying rock 
streambed. 

Bank stabilization projects occur on pub-
lic and private owned properties. Cutbanks are 
stabilized by backsloping, covering the lower bank 
with rock and seeding the entire bank with grass
es. This stabilizes the bank and provides shade 
to the stream and overhead cover for the trout. 
Landowners interested in improving the habitat in 
their trout streams are encouraged to contact the 
Decorah or Manchester fish management biolo
gist for assistance with planning and potential 
funding sources. 

North Bear Creek - before 

North Bear Creek - after 



KIDS TROUT FISHING PONDS 
Big Spring Hatchery and Bellevue Station have 
trout fishing ponds just for kids. These ponds offer 
a safe and convenient location for young anglers 
to learn the basics of fishing, while having an ex
cellent chance at reeling in their first trout. A limited 
number of fishing poles and basic tackle is avail
able for kids to use. The ponds are open to anglers 
15 and younger and are great places for kids to 
get their first fish awards. All kids must be accom
panied by a properly licensed adult (fishing license 
+trout privilege). There is a 2 trout limit per day, 
which includes trout caught and released. Artificial 
tackle is recommended for anglers planning on 
catching and releasing. 

RESTRICTIVE REGULATION STREAMS 
(streams marked in orange on map) 
There are portions of nine streams with special 
regulations for trout. There is a 14-inch minimum 
length limit on all trout species in upper Spring 
Branch and on brown trout in the middle segment 
of Bloody Run. There is a catch-and-release regu
lation for all trout on Ensign and Hewett Creeks, 
Mcloud Run, South Pine, and the lowest portion 
of Waterloo Creek. There is a catch-and-release 
regulation for brown trout on French Creek and the 
West Fork of French Creek. All stream segments 
with special regulations are posted with signs 
describing the regulation. Only artificial lures are 
allowed in all stream sections with restrictive regu
lations. Refer to the current Iowa Fishing Regula
tions for more details about streams with restrictive 
regulations. 



The MANCHESTER HATCHERY is 4 miles south
east of Manchester in Delaware County and serves 
as the Iowa DNR regional headquarters for the 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Law Enforcement bureaus. 
The hatchery, originally built in the 1890s, is one of 
the oldest in the nation. The spring supplies water 
to the hatchery at 2,000 gallons per minute. 

Large brood trout are kept at the hatchery 
to provide eggs (female) and milt (male) for the 
production of trout. Rainbow, brown and brook 
trout are spawned at Manchester and 500,000 to 
700,000 fish are produced annually. After hatch
ing, the fry (hatchlings) are raised in tanks inside 
the hatchery until they reach 2 to 4 inches, when a 
portion of the fingerlings are transferred to the Big 
Spring and Decorah Rearing Stations where they 
are raised until they reach 1 O to 12 inches. 

The BIG SPRING REARING STATION is along 
the Turkey River 10 miles northwest of Elkader in 
Clayton County. Approximately 150,000 rainbow 
and brook trout are reared from fingerling to catch-

able size and stocked into coldwater streams and 
urban lakes. The largest coldwater spring in Iowa 
provides 10,000 gallons of water per minute to the 
hatchery. 

There is an angler access trail along the 
river, a trout pond open to public fishing and a kids 
fishing pond. The Turkey River is stocked three 
times a week including most Saturdays during the 
stocking season. The hatchery and Turkey River 
are open to visitation and public fishing year round. 

The DECORAH FISH REARING STATION, two 
miles south of Decorah in Winneshiek County, 
was built in the 1930s by the CCC. Approximately 
145,000 rainbow and brook trout are reared from 
fingerlings to catchable size and stocked into cold
water streams and urban lakes. 

The water supply for the fish hatchery is 
Siewers Spring and is the second largest coldwater 
spring in Iowa, producing 4,000 gallons per min
ute, and is the beginning of the very popular trout 
stream, Trout Run. 

Urban Trout Fisheries 
Urban trout stocking typically oc
curs between October and early 
April. 

The urban lakes trout 
program is an effort to introduce 
trout fishing to more anglers 
across the state. These cool 
weather stockings provide easy 
access trout fishing opportunities 
in areas that cannot support trout 
during the summer. Sites vary, 
check website for current loca
tions. 

For more information on 
urban trout stocking, go to 
www.iowadnr.gov/fishing 



Rainbow 
Rainbows have a prominent pink-red hori
zontal stripe along each side; sides and 
back, dorsal and caudal fins are marked 
with many small black spots. Rainbow 
trout were introduced into Iowa streams 
from populations originating in the west
ern United States. 

Iowa Trout Family 

Brook 
Brook trout are the only trout species 
native to Iowa. The top portion of a brookie 
is covered with lighter, worm-like markings 
on a darker background. Vivid white lines 
often mark the front edge on their 
lower fins. 

Brown 
Brown trout are brownish in color, shading 
to yellow or reddish-yellow. Browns typically 
have large spots on their sides that may be 
surrounded by light colored halos and have 
few or no spots on their tail fin. Brown trout 
were originally imported from Europe to the 
United States. 



PUT-AND-GROW STREAMS 
Most put-and-grow streams are stocked annu-
ally with fingerlings, although some maintain self
sustaining wild populations and are not stocked. 
Streams are stocked with fingerling brown trout, 
except the Yellow River (brown and rainbow trout). 

All of these streams are entirely on private property 
and the landowner must grant permission before 
each fishing trip. A county plat book or internet 
based mapping program is essential for locating 
these streams and determining ownership. 

Stream County Nearest Town Location [township, range, section] 
Teeple Allamakee Waukon T97N, R6W, S11, 14,24 

Williams Creek Allamakee Luana T96N, R5W, S8, 9, 17 

Yellow River* Allamakee Monona T96N, RGW, S3 to T96N, R4W, S24 

Miners Creek Clayton Guttenberg T92N, R2W, S7, 18 and T29N, R3W, S12 

Grimes Hollow Delaware Colesburg T90N, R3W, S2 

Little Turkey River Delaware Colesburg T90N, R3W, S11, 14 

Spring Falls Delaware Colesburg T90N, R4W, S1 , 2, 12 

Little Maquoketa River Dubuque Epworth T88N, R1W, S3, 4,5 

Ozark Springs Jackson Canton T86N, R1E, S32 

Tete des Morts Creek Jackson St. Donatus T87N, R3E, S4 

Tributary to Tete des Morts Cr Jackson St. Donatus T87N, R3E, S16, 17 

Burr Oak Creek Mitchell Osage T98N, R16W, S4, 5,9, 10 

Casey Springs Winneshiek Decorah T99N, R9W, S25, 26 

East Pine Winneshiek Burr Oak T100N, R9W, S21, 22, 23 

Middle Bear Winneshiek Highlandville T100N, R7W, S14, 15, 16 

North Canoe Winneshiek Decorah T99N, R8W, S2, 11 , 14, 15,22 

Pine Winneshiek Bluffton T99N, R9W, S3, 4, 10 and 
T100N, R9W, S28,33, 34 

Pine Springs Creek Winneshiek Decorah T99N, R8W, S21 , 22 

Ten Mile Winneshiek Decorah T98N, R9W, S1 , 2,3 

*Fishing the Yellow River by canoe or kayak is the only legal means to trout fish without landowner permission 



(/) Stream (*Permanent Wild Catchables Not Stocked Camping Unannounced Restrictive Trout Stocked Location Lat/Lon 
(/) 

County Q) 

cu 
angler access ease- B=brown Stocked by July August E=Electric Stocking Regulations R=rainbow Coordinates in decimal () Q) 

() - (/) ments are on portions K=brook B=Big Spring N=Non-elec. (Streams are K=brook degree using map datum cu .0 ,_ (/) 

>- .~ Q) (/) 
of streams) -~ 

Q) R=rainbow D=Decorah P=Primitive, artificial-only) B=brown WGS84 and indicate (/) cu () 
cu > c: () M=Manchester no facilities parking lot or site w cu => cu 

NS=Not Stocked Catchable Fingerling 

Linn Mcloud Run NS catch&release RBK 42.012427 / -91.665362 

(not on map) Mcloud Run flows adjacent to 1-380 between Collins Road and Shaver Road in Cedar Rapids. 
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Dots on map represent urban trout fisheries 
www.iowadnr.gov/Fishing/TroutFishing.aspx 

Trout Webpage 
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Mitchell • Spring 

• Turtle 

Wapsipinicon River 

Will.I Catthablus Not Slocketl 
B=brown Stocked by JulyAugusl 
K=brook O='.lecorah 
R""ra.nbow B=6ig Spring 

M=Monchester 
NS=Nol Sto<Jced 

D 
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D • 

Cari1piog U11a11r10u1K.:Qc.J Rushh;tivu Trout Stockttd Location U.Ulun 
E=Eleclric Stocking RegulatkJns R=rainbCJIN' Coordinates in decimal 
N=N-0n-e1ec. (streoms ore B=brown ciegree using map d:ltum 
P"'Pri'nit.ive. Artincial-only) K=t>r0<>k WGSS4 and indicate lowest 
oo fe.cil-;ties B=Brown Trout perking lot or site 

Only Catchable Fingerling 

RK B 43 227144 / .g2 793688 

RK 43 393394 / -92 922616 

R B 43.451801 / -92.G12772 
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Winnesh iek • Bohcmran D RK B 43.2142601 -92.062676 

• Coldwater BR D p RK 43.4345641-91.94971\2 

coon D p • R B 43.3159121 -91.629177 

• Dunning·s Sprtng NS K 43.3113741 -91 .791196 

• North Bear• B D p • RK 43.4494341-91.616945 

• south Bear D NIP • RK 13 43.4494341-91.616945 
South Pine K NS p catch&release 43.3654401 -91.663031 
Trout River B D p • RK 43.2641551 91.661142 

• I~ I rout 1-lun D RK 8 43.2903B3 I -Y1.lo!T.l0b 

• Twin Springs D EIN RK 432983a31 91.s120s1 

• West Canoe D • R 43.4021511 -91 .806966 
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" 

Stream C·P-ermaient Wiid Catchables Not Stoclced Camping Unannounced Restrictive Trout Stocked Location Lat/Lon 

8 angler access ease- O=brov.n Stocked by July August C•Clectric Stocking Regulations R=ralnbow Coordinates Jn deci'llal 
u.!11 " ment• are on i:ortbns K=brook o~Decorah N=Non-elec (Streams are 8-=brown degree using map datun 
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Allamakee • C~ear (Lansing) B B • RK 43.356761 1-91.237809 

C~ear B NS p 43.446379 I -91.42UU~ I 
French BK NS p ca:ch&release [B] 43400171 1-91 .398724 
H1d<ory B B • RK 43.1176251 -91.40652C 

• ~ Little Paint B B N RK 43.183944 1-91.236129 

• 6. Paint B B N • RK 43.171122 I -91.244335 

Patterson B D • R 43.350490 I -91 .575502 
Pine K NS p 8 43.3960<!2 I -91 .589994 

• Watenoo B D p catch&rclease RK 43.450737 I -01 .506585 
West Branch French BK NS p ca'.chB.release [Bl 43.381971 1-91.401451 

• Wexford B B • RK 43.272426 I -91.133326 
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~ 
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u~ o; ments are on podions K=brocll D=Oeccf3h N=NcfHOiec. (Sbeamsomt B=brown degree using m~ da~um 
~i ~ ~ 

(}f streams) R~ralnbt>w B=B;g Spring P~!:>rimiti~·e . Arti'rdal-oriyi K"l>rook WGS8" and indicate lowest 
~~ ~ ~ 

~ 8 ~t"Mandloster nc lacilitles s-a""'n rrou: par!< ng lot or site w ,. ::> ~ NS=Not Stocked Only C atch.:ibl& Fln!JP.rllng 

Fayette Bear B • • RK 42.809838 I -91.695936 
Brush ll:S B 42.774890 .' -91.686572 

• Glovers B p RK B 42.949~4 .' -91 .774831 

• ~ Gr<1nnis 0 B p RK 42.024597 1-91 721390 

• Mink' B B • RK 42.869452 I -91.651649 

• Otter• B • N • RK RB 42.935908 I -91 .691783 
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E~ ;I M>M&nchester no r.c-!1tle:S e~Stown Trout patkJng lot o< Siie 
N5'<No1 Slod<OO Or.I)' Ca tcttablo Fingerling 

Clayt on Bear Creek NS B 42 6750721-91.400427 

• Big Spring Kids Pond B N • RK 42.9105731-91.472849 

• b Bloody Run B B NIP 14-inch mln [BJ RK B 43.039685 1-91.217803 

• Buck B • N • RK B 42 8638191-91 193101 
Ensoan Hollow B NS p catch&release 42.757368 / ·91.561821 
Joy Spongs• M p RK B 42 6766661-91.596722 
Maquol<eta River" M • RK B 42.6439761-91.579794 
Mossy Gian B NS 

North Cedar B p • RK BK 42.9625971-91.228961 

• b SnyMagWI B B p RK 42.952408 / -91.195279 

South Cedar B • • RK B 42 8297231-91 244929 

• Turlcey River B p RK 42910573 / ·91 472849 
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,..... 
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42.44 lf~Y 1 -91 .4102~2 

42.618064 1-91301043 
42.634472 1-91.155289 

42.635670 I -91 .560953 

42.461033 1-91.397409 

42.631350 1-91.285079 
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Dubuque • Bankston B M p RK 42.558286 I -90.954971 

Monastery NS B 42.423057 1-90.758802 

• Swiss Valley (lower) M • E/N RK 42.429667 I -90.741139 

Swiss Valley (Upper) M RK B 42.423057 I -90.758802 
White Pine Hollow NS B 42.6264291-91 .094124 



 

"' Stream (•Permanent Wild Catchables Not Stocked Camping Unannounced Restrictive Trout Stocked Locat ion Lat/Lon 
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NS=Not Stocked Catchable Fingerling 

Jackson Bellevue Kids Pond M • • RK 42.249979 1-90.418336 

Big Mill B M p RK 42.270402 1-90.523846 
Brush Creek M • RK 42.1774651-90.578167 

• Dallon Pond M • p RK 42.037154 1-90.371894 

Little Mill B M p • RK B 42.249197 1-90.476612 

South Fork Big Mill B NS p 42.2704021-90.523846 
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