




















































Updated 4/19/11 
 

 Environmental Protection Commission
Tuesday, April 19, 2011

DNR Air Quality Building
7900 Hickman Road
Windsor Heights, IA

Minutes for EPC monthly meetings are posted 
to the website after Commission approval. 

10:00 AM – Meeting begins  
10:30 AM – Public Participation1 

1:00 PM – Referral to the Attorney General 
 

 Agenda topics 

1 Approval of Agenda  

2 Approval of Minutes   

3 Director’s Remarks  

4 Contract – Iowa State University Extension Service – Manure Applicator Certification 
Training 

Carried   

5 Contract Amendments – Archeology and Architectural History Services for the State 
Revolving Fund Programs 

Carried 

6 Contract Amendment – ISU GIS Facility - professional GIS services to gather geocoding 
data for 17 counties in the central region of Iowa  

Carried 

7 Contracts - 28E Agreements to Delegate Private Well Permitting Authority to Local 
County Boards of Health and Boards of Supervisors 

Carried 

8 Contract Amendment – Iowa Department of Public Health for Administration of the 
Grants To Counties Well Program 

Carried 

9 Contract – IDALS Division of Soil Conservation for the Dry Run Creek Watershed 
Improvement Project 

Carried 

10 Monthly Reports Information 

11 General Discussion  
 

12 Closed Session with Attorney General's Office to discuss the following lawsuit: Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation, Iowa Renewable Fuels Association, and Iowa Water Environment 
Association v. Environmental Protection Commission and Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (Polk County No. CV8371) 

 

13 Referral to the Attorney General 
Grain Processing Corporation (Muscatine) – Air Quality / Wastewater 

Carried 

14 Items for Next Month’s Meeting 
• May 16th – EPC Tour of Johnson County  
• May 17th – EPC Meeting in Coralville, Johnson County  
• June 21st – Windsor Heights  

 

 
For details on the EPC meeting schedule, visit www.iowadnr.com/epc/index.html. 

 
1 Comments during the public participation period regarding proposed rules or notices of intended action are not included in the official 

comments for that rule package unless they are submitted as required in the Notice of Intended Action.  



 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SERVICES 
 
Before 2004, the Clean Water State Revolving Fund was underutilized and the  
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund was in its infancy.  The two programs together  
provided an average of about $30 million per year in loan assistance.  A number of  
program improvements were made through the efforts of the Department of  
Natural Resources and the Iowa Finance Authority.  The results of those  
improvements show in the increase in loan volume in recent years. 
 

One of the improvements was the 
development of environmental review 
services in 2006.  Previously, a major 
impediment to the use of SRF loans was 
the difficulty applicants had as they tried to 
navigate through environmental review 
requirements.  A review must be completed 
for every SRF infrastructure project to 
determine the possible impacts on natural 
and cultural resources.  The reviews 
involve consultation with federal and state 
agencies governing wetlands, flood plains, 
endangered species, historic preservation, 
and farmland conversion.  Consultation 

also occurs with Native American tribes and local cultural organizations, and ultimately, the 
general public has an opportunity for comment.  Without a finding that no significant impacts will 
result from the project, no SRF dollars can be used. 
 
In 2006 DNR hired an environmental review 
specialist and began conducting this process 
on behalf of the applicants.  The average 
timeframe to complete the ER process before 
2006 was 557 days.  Currently the goal is 
150 days.  The chart shows that it is met for 
the majority of projects.  DNR now has three 
ER specialists to handle the growing 
workload. 
 
The department also began using income from loan initiation fees to complete necessary 
archeological or architectural history studies.  In 2007 a request for proposals was issued to 
solicit qualified firms to enter into master contracts to conduct those studies.  A second 
solicitation was held in 2009.  These master contracts streamline the data gathering needed to 
demonstrate that historic and cultural properties will not be impacted. 
 
The SRF Environmental Review Services help the federal and state clearance agencies, other 
consulting parties, project engineers, and other funding programs by centralizing and 
standardizing information.  Most important, the ER staff help make the benefits of SRF 
assistance more accessible to Iowa communities. 
 
“The Environmental Review Services made a seemingly convoluted process as streamlined as 
such a process could be.  Thank you for all your assistance.  It would not have been possible 
without you.  Great customer service!”  -- City of Council Bluffs  
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