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Applications are accepted from October 15 through March 15. Up to 10 grants are funded per year.  
Complete the information below and submit using "Submit by E-mail" button on page 2.

School District/Building

Contact Person/Title

Address

City IA Zip Code

Statement of Commitment:
As a condition of funding, my school district :

Has at least one staff member who has participated in a DNR sponsored educator's training as a member of the integration team

Will implement a fall and/or spring place-based unit using local aquatic resources/issues in coursework with a specific group of students 
using DNR- sponsored educator resource materials during your school year. (For example: 4th grade classes in fall of 2012; 7th grade students in 

spring of 2013, with follow-up as 8th graders fall 2014 ) 
 **Note: Programs that are more fully integrated into curriculum over a longer period of time will score higher.**

Will evaluate participant achievement related to standards and benchmarks for content/skill areas of the selected subject area(s) and 
grade level.

Will complete online surveys (teacher and student) before and after implementation of the place-based unit.

Will complete progress and final reports outlining accomplishments of the grant, results of formal assessments, and an accounting of 
expenditures (forms provided) by deadlines outlined in the grant agreement..

Impact on Local Aquatic Resources:
Briefly describe how your program will help students learn about local aquatic resources/issues and empower them to improve 
local aquatic resources (150 or fewer words):

Phone Number

Ongoing Support

We understand that, contingent upon accomplishments and results of our efforts, we may be eligible for a 2nd and 3rd round of grant 
funding. (Subject to availability of funds.)   

Project WILD

Project WILD Aquatic

Project Learning Tree

Exploring Iowa's Natural Resources Online Course

Using School Site Projects to Implement the Core Workshop (6 hours)

Using School Site Projects to Implement the Core Workshop (15 hours)

Indicate the training a staff member has participated in by checking the appropriate box below (Check all that apply).  

Leading Authentic Place-based Student Investigations: Water

Unit implementation will be completed during the fall Unit implementation will be completed during the spring

Comments/Clarification:
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Briefly describe how you plan to implement the place-based unit, related to the learning goal(s) you listed. Include general 
activities, resources studied (e.g. school grounds, local stream, etc) time of year; and other information that helps describe what 
the experiences will "look" like. (limit: 150 words)

Assessment:

Briefly describe formal assessments you will use to measure student learning about aquatic resources and issues. Include how 
these will assess overall academic achievement (i.e. attainment of relevant benchmarks). Student assessments and results must 
be provided as part of the final report.

Elaborate on the time-line and time spent on specific activities, etc. in which students will be engaged as part of the place-based 
unit. Include which activities you will include from DNR sponsored/supported resources. (e.g. number of hours spent to cover 
specific content, water testing, field experience, etc).

Provide a general description of the learning goal(s) (i.e. content areas, skill areas, etc) to be addressed using the place-based 
unit, including applicable standards and benchmarks.

List partners/stakeholders (other teachers, administrators, outside resource people, community members, etc) who will be 
involved in implementation of the place-based unit. Indicate whether these partnerships are established or if you plan to engage 
the partners and how you plan to do it.

List the grade level/subject areas where the place-based unit will be implemented:

Describe the time-frame (months, estimated class time) for implementation of the unit and activities, including how and when 
grant funds will be used during implementation. 

Place-based Unit:



The individual completing this grant application must be empowered to bind the applicant to the terms of the above 
statement of commitment.

Name:

Title:

Date

Include a detailed budget below or in a separate document. Funds may be used to compensate teachers for follow-up planning to 
implement the unit, purchase of supplies to implement the unit, and/or transportation costs associated with the unit. Maximum 
funding: $750; Maximum allowable expenses for transportation costs:$200

Budget:
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Making a Case for Place-Based Watershed Education in Iowa Schools: Findings and 

Recommendations for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
Summary Sheet 

  
What is place-based education (PBE)? 
•  the educational opportunity for students to immerse themselves in the rich history, culture, landscape  
   and resources, (human and otherwise), of their local community 
•  an approach to teaching and learning meant to foster a connection between students and their local 
   environment 
•  a system that promotes the understanding and application of knowledge, instead of memorization 
• an educational process that prepares students to become active participants, not only in the acquisition  
   of knowledge, but also in the processes of our democratic society 
  
What are the research-based effects of this approach to education? 
• For students 
 o Academic gains in core subject areas 
 o Increased transfer of knowledge to unfamiliar and real-world contexts 
o Development of conflict resolution skills and increased motivation 
• For faculty members 
 o Increased professional collaboration and cooperation 
 o Space and time for creativity and flexibility 
• For communities 
 o Broader perspective of resources as educational entities 
 o Renewed appreciation for rural and small communities 
  
What might this approach look like in Iowa middle schools? 
 • Interdisciplinary 
 • Inquiry based 
 • Student and teacher driven 
 • Centered on local watershed and other community issues 
 • Supported by partnerships with community organizations and IHE’s 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Moroye, Hodgkinson 2008                                              University of Iowa/Iowa Department of Natural Resources
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Making a Case for Place-Based Watershed Education in Iowa Schools: Findings and
Recommendations for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources
Summary Sheet
 
What is place-based education (PBE)?
•  the educational opportunity for students to immerse themselves in the rich history, culture, landscape 
   and resources, (human and otherwise), of their local community
•  an approach to teaching and learning meant to foster a connection between students and their local
   environment
•  a system that promotes the understanding and application of knowledge, instead of memorization
• an educational process that prepares students to become active participants, not only in the acquisition 
   of knowledge, but also in the processes of our democratic society
 
What are the research-based effects of this approach to education?
• For students
 o Academic gains in core subject areas
 o Increased transfer of knowledge to unfamiliar and real-world contexts
o Development of conflict resolution skills and increased motivation
• For faculty members
 o Increased professional collaboration and cooperation
 o Space and time for creativity and flexibility
• For communities
 o Broader perspective of resources as educational entities
 o Renewed appreciation for rural and small communities
 
What might this approach look like in Iowa middle schools?
 • Interdisciplinary
 • Inquiry based
 • Student and teacher driven
 • Centered on local watershed and other community issues
 • Supported by partnerships with community organizations and IHE’s
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