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5E Lesson Plan 
Topic:  Who Lives Here? 
Grade Level: 3 
Logistics Information: 

a. Iowa Core Essential Concepts:  Science as Inquiry 
b. Skills:  Use evidence to develop reasonable explanations. 

 
Characteristics of Effective Instruction are embedded in the learning cycle. (Student-centered Classroom; Teaching for Understanding; 
Assessment for Learning; Rigor and Relevance; Teaching for Learning Differences) 

 
Background Information (What do observers need to know about our learners, classroom and school?): 18 students (2 SPED) our 
school is composed of small towns and various farming communities. 

 
Materials required: clipboards, Habitat Data Activity Sheet, and pencils 
 
Time Period: 3 hour Field Trip 

 
Name of the Unit:  
Plan of the Unit 

a. Goals of the unit:  1) Students will be able to observe and record characteristics of habitats and evidence of wildlife. 
                              2) Students will be able to identify similarities and differences among different habitats. 
                              3) Students will be able to draw some conclusions about the ways animals use habitats. 
 

b. How this unit related to the curriculum:  It meets the Life Science requirements of Iowa Core for Grade 3. 

Previous Grade/Course Current Grade/Course Next Grade/Course 
                          2                           3                                 4 
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Lesson Plan: Phases in a 5E Learning Cycle (in no particular order) are Engage, Explore, Explain, Elaborate, and Evaluate. There may 
be multiple experiences in each phase.  
Phases of the lesson: learning 
activities and key questions 
(and time allocation) 

Student activities/ 
anticipated student 
reactions or responses 

Teacher’s response to 
student reactions/ Things 
to remember 

Evidence of Student 
Understanding 

ENGAGE: Outdoor Explorations to 
Arrowhead Park near Neola, IA.  
Who Lives Here? 

Students gather at the first habitat 
for instruction and ask any 
questions before beginning the 
observation.  

Teacher explains objectives of 
the observation. 

Students are ready to begin their 
observations. 

EXPLORE: 1. Record the 
characteristics of this habitat. 
2. Record the animals you see and 
the numbers of each.  
3.  Record any evidence of animals 
(webs, nests, feathers, song, etc.)  
 

Students observe, describe and 
record data.  They work in pairs 
and compare ideas with other 
groups.   

Teacher observes and listens to 
the students as they record 
their findings.  She asks 
questions to help them make 
sense of their experiences. 

Students are recording data and 
making discoveries about the 
evidence of animals and their 
habitats. 

EXPLAIN: Group meets back at a 
designated spot after observing at 
each of the 3 habitats. Discussion of 
student observations follow with 
responses recorded on flip-chart for 
all to see.  

Students share their observations 
and reflect on and perhaps revise 
ideas. 

Teacher asks questions that 
help students express their 
understanding. 

Students participate in 
discussions and have 
information recorded on their 
activity sheets. 

ELABORATE:  After the 3 
observations (The pond, The prairie 
and The Woods) students compare 
and contrast, looking at similarities 
and differences.   

Students compare the 3 habitats 
and the animal evidence.  They 
share conclusions made from 
evidence collected. 

Teacher helps students make 
connections between former 
knowledge and new 
experiences and observations. 

Students are able to 
communicate and interpret the 
evidence they collected and 
describe the various habitats. 

EVALUATE: Students complete a 
Venn diagram comparing and 
contrasting the habitats and animals 
living in them. EXTEND: Make a 
model of one of the habitats. 
 

Students demonstrate that they 
understand the lesson through 
completion of the Venn diagram. 

Teacher’s conference with 
students and they demonstrate 
understanding. 

Students comparing their 
current understanding with their 
prior knowledge. 
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Briefly note how the characteristics of effective instruction are incorporated in the learning cycle.  Cooperative learning, activating prior 
knowledge, problem-solving, oral and written communications are all involved in this learning experience. 
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