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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
2015 Fee Advisory Groups 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

1. PURPOSE  

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has been directed to assemble stakeholder 

advisory groups for the purposes of annually reviewing the Air Quality Bureau’s (AQB) draft budget 

for the following year, and providing recommendations on setting construction permit application 

fees, operating permit application fees, and an asbestos notification fee.   

In 2015, the Advisory Groups will also be asked to provide input on draft fee rules to be adopted 

establishing fees and the processes for setting fees pursuant to the 86th General Assembly SF 488. 

2. INVOLVEMENT BY STAKEHOLDERS AND ESTIMATED TIME COMMITMENT 

Advisory group participation is not restricted and will include all stakeholders interested in funding 

permitting and asbestos activities conducted by the Air Quality Bureau. It is the department’s hope 

that the advisory groups will be composed of a broad selection of those who use air quality bureau 

services including: minor and major sources of air pollution, associations representing facilities that 

obtain minor and major source air construction permits, local governments, non-governmental 

organizations, asbestos demolition or renovation businesses, and the general public.  

To maintain continuity all advisory group participants are asked to commit to attending all advisory 

group meetings in a given year, and consider participating every year they are able to.  If a 

participant cannot attend a meeting, we recommend that you send an alternate.  

Advisory group participants are expected to represent their organization’s interests and concerns. 

Participants are responsible for consulting with their management teams to assure that the opinions 

they express are those of their organizations. 

Advisory Group participants are encouraged to raise all of their ideas and concerns at meetings.   

Advisory Group meetings may typically require 2 hours (not including travel time) of group 

participant’s time.  Meeting locations, dates, and times will be sent by Air Quality Bureau list serve 

and posted on the Air Quality Bureau website events calendar. 

3. MEETINGS 

Annually, the department will convene at least one meeting of the Advisory Groups.  The meeting 

dates and draft agendas will be publicized at least two weeks in advance if possible. Opportunities 

for discussion and comment will be provided at each meeting. 

At the meeting the department will provide the following information: 
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a) A review of current and anticipated bureau expenses necessary to support the direct and 

indirect costs for implementing the state air quality statutes and federal Clean Air Act 

programs in Iowa; 

b) A review of the projected permitting and asbestos notification activity levels and associated 

activities to be funded by fees; 

c) A proposal for draft fee rate(s). 

It is anticipated that each participant in an Advisory Group will: 

a) Review the materials presented by the department and ask for clarifications or additional 

information as needed; 

b) Identify possible efficiencies that can be made to better streamline processes and reduce 

expenses while still providing necessary services and activities required for program 

implementation;  

c) Indicate whether the proposal for draft fee rate(s) is acceptable, or if not what changes they 

would recommend; and 

d) Identify the future economic impact to consumers, businesses, and taxpayers resulting in 

establishing, implementing, and administering these fees. 

4. ADVISORY GROUP FACILITATION 

The DNR will conduct meetings in accordance with this charter and assist in keeping the Advisory 

Group participants focused on the objectives.   

Advisory Group participants are encouraged to communicate information or concerns in the 

Advisory Group meetings or directly to the DNR.  Communication may be orally or in writing. 

As part of the agenda, technical resource persons may present information to the Advisory Groups.  

Presentations will be at the discretion of the DNR. 

All Advisory Group meetings will be open to the public.  Interested persons may participate in or 

observe meetings.  

5. RECORDKEEPING 

The DNR will maintain records of the Advisory Group, which will include agendas, presentations, 

and technical information.  These materials will be posted in the “Workgroup” section on the DNR 

Website at: http://www.iowadnr.gov/feegroups.  Advisory group communications are not 

confidential and may be disclosed. However, the private documents of individual Advisory Group 

participants are not considered public records. Materials distributed by the DNR or workgroup 

participants will be considered part of the public record.  Advisory Group records will constitute 

public records available for public inspection. 
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6.  RULES OF ORDER 

When possible, the Advisory Groups will operate relatively informally without strict adherence to 

formal rules of order.   As long as the groups can remain focused on its objectives while allowing 

everyone to participate and be heard, procedural formalities will be kept to a minimum. 

7. BACKGROUND 

Business growth in Iowa in part relies on the ability of the DNR to quickly issue permits.  In 2014 

over 1800 applications for air pollution sources were received and processed; 750 of which were for 

minor air pollution sources.  Annually the department receives approximately 4,000 notifications for 

asbestos projects. Funding for these activities has been supported primarily through Title V emission 

fees, state funds and federal funds.  The department was recently authorized by the General 

Assembly of the State of Iowa to require the submission of fees for: 

a) Applications for Minor Source Construction Permits including permit templates, 

registrations, and permits-by-rule; 

b) Applications for Major Source Construction Permits including prevention of significant 

deterioration and major source nonattainment permits, dispersion modeling, and regulatory 

determinations; 

c) Applications for Title V Operating Permits; and 

d) Notification of projects regulated under the National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants for Asbestos. 

The department is required to annually convene separate Advisory Group meetings for each of the 

fee groups, and to provide information on the bureau’s proposed budget, expenditures, and proposed 
fee levels. 

The Environmental Protection Commission will be asked to set the fee levels after the department 

has conducted the meetings and obtained input from participants. 

 


