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Emissions Inventory Staff

• Nick Page
– Lead worker
– 515‐725‐9544
– nick.page@dnr.iowa.gov

• Seth Anderson
– Specialist
– 515‐725‐9559
– seth.anderson@dnr.iowa.gov

• Krysti Mostert
– Specialist
– 515‐725‐9567
– krysti.mostert@dnr.iowa.gov
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SPARS Help Desk Staff

• Kevin Connolly
– Lead worker
– 515‐725‐9569
– kevin.connolly@dnr.iowa.gov

• Jason Dowie
– Specialist
– 515‐725‐9523
– jason.dowie@dnr.iowa.gov
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SPARS Training – New User Secure E‐Mail Set‐Up

• SPARS website: 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/SPARS/asp
x

• SPARS overview
• Access SPARS (web link to the SPARS database)
• Reports
• Help and information
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SPARS Training – Accessing SPARS Web

• Requesting SPARS access
– Facility administrator
– Responsible official
– Secure e‐mail set up for new users

• SPARS forms may be found at: 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/SPARS/Hel
pInfo.aspx
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SPARS Training ‐ Purpose

• The purpose of this training is to show you how you can use 
SPARS to create, complete, review, sign, and submit an 
electronic copy of your facility’s minor source emissions 
inventory
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SPARS Training – What are we going to cover?

• The inventory submittal process

• The application query tool

• The most common database error

• Preparing to complete your inventory

• Creating, completing, reviewing, signing, and submitting your 
inventory using SPARS web
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SPARS Training – The Inventory Submittal 
Process

• Creating the inventory (Chapter 8)

• Completing the inventory (Chapter 9)

• Reviewing the inventory (Chapter 10)

• Signing and submitting the inventory (Chapter 11)
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SPARS Training – The Application Query Tool

• A SPARS database window which allows the user to access, 
view, create, edit, delete, and submit applications and 
inventories

• To access the application query tool, do the following:
– Access SPARS web as indicated in Section 3.0
– Click the quick navigation tool button (the hand) – see figure 

below

– The application query tool opens:
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Select either the “Site Name” or “Site ID” when 
querying in the Application Query Tool.  It is 
recommended to always use the “Site ID” for 
querying purposes.  Using the “Site ID” is ok, 
because the only Site IDs that will show up are 
those that the user is allowed access to.



SPARS Training – Application Query Tool
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Since this inventory is in the INITIAL Phase, SPARS will not allow you to 
edit or delete it.  If you open this inventory and attempt to see the 
information that it contains without using print-preview (see Chapter 10), a 
database error will occur and you will be disconnected from the database.

Click this button to create a Minor 
Source Emissions Inventory.

The “Minor Source Questionnaires” button 
is grayed out, because this information is 
being displayed on this window



SPARS Training – The Most Common Database 
Error
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SPARS Training – End Task
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SPARS Training – You Are Not Authorized Error…
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SPARS Training – Preparing To Complete Your 
Inventory

• Get a copy of the last inventory that your facility submitted

• Total raw material amounts

• Actual operating rates and schedule for each emission unit

• SCC numbers, emission factors, emission factor source, ash or 
sulfur percentage, and control efficiency not included in your 
previous inventory

15



SPARS Training – Preparing To Complete Your 
Inventory (continued)

• Corrections to previously submitted SCC numbers, emission 
factors, etc.

• Calculations to be entered into form INV‐5 (calculations tab on 
the INV‐3 and INV‐4 forms in SPARS)

• Electronic documents to be attached to your new inventory 
(attached on form INV‐1)
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2014 Minor Source Emissions Inventory SPARS 
Training: Creating & Submitting an Emissions 
Inventory

• Any questions?
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SPARS Interactive Training – Logging Into SPARS

• Login (https://spars.iowadnr.gov/spars.htm)

• Username

• Password
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SPARS Interactive Training – Creating & 
Submitting an Emissions Inventory
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Purpose of the Minor Source Emissions 
Inventory (MSEI)

• The data Iowa DNR receives through the MSEI helps:

– Assist in tracking Iowa’s progress towards meeting national air 
quality standards

– Perform regional and local air pollution dispersion modeling
– Develop control and maintenance strategies required by the 

Clean Air Act
– Identify emission levels and trends throughout the state
– Verify emissions data contained in nationally‐published reports 

(USA Today School Air Toxics, NATA, TRI, etc.)
– A complete air pollutant inventory is required by Iowa 

Administrative Code (567) sub rule IAC 21.1(3)
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Options for submitting the 2014 MSEI

• Electronically via the SPARS website
– http://spars.iowadnr.gov/spars.htm

• Paper via the MSEI forms
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/EmissionsInv

entory/MinorSourceForms.aspx

• Specialized forms for stationary concrete, asphalt, and 
limestone crushing plants and Group 2 Grain Elevators
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/EmissionsInv

entory/EmissionsEstimateTools.aspx
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How to gain access to the SPARS website

• Facility Administrator form
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forms/5422005.

pdf?amp;tabid=1476

• Responsible Official form
– http://www.iowandr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forms/5422004.

pdf?amp;tabid=1476

• SPARS help and information
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/SPARS/HelpI

nfo.aspx
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MSEI Resources

• Worksheets, example calculations, SCC numbers, and links to 
websites for emission factors and SIC & NAICS codes
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/EmissionsInv

entory/EmissionsEstimateTools.aspx

• MSEI instruction booklet
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/air/insidednr/em

issinv/msei_instructions.pdf
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MSEI Resources

• Tips on completing the inventory
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/air/insidednr/em

issinv/msei_tips.pdf?amp;tabid=1570

• Frequently asked questions
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/air/insidednr/em

issinv/msei_faqs.pdf?amp;tabid=1570

• Exemptions
– http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/air/insidednr/em

issinv/msei_exemptions.pdf?amp;tabid=1570
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MSEI Resources

• Iowa Air Emissions Assistance Program inventory tools
– http://msei.iwrc.org/
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Questions?

• Emissions Inventory Questions:
– Nick Page – 515‐725‐9544 or nick.page@dnr.iowa.gov
– Seth Anderson – 515‐725‐9559 or seth.anderson@dnr.iowa.gov
– Krysti Mostert – 515‐725‐9567 or krysti.mostert@dnr.iowa.gov

• SPARS Questions
– Kevin Connolly – 515‐725‐9569 or kevin.connolly@dnr.iowa.gov
– Jason Dowie – 515‐725‐9523 or jason.dowie@dnr.iowa.gov
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