REAP Conservation Education Program
June & November 2012 Grants (FY13)

A total of 16 conservation education grants were awarded for the June and November 2012 grant rounds, with
awards totaling $328,679. Approximately $448,005 was leveraged through in cash and in-kind contributions
through these projects. Another $35,000 was awarded to the University of Northern lowa to assist and
monitor implementation of CEP grants over a 14-month period. For the year, a total of 16 projects were not
funded, totaling $310,204. One grant proposal was disqualified because it did not meet REAP CEP
requirements.

Perpetuate a Good Idea Grants
Outdoor Educational Classroom Nature Trunks
Cass County Conservation Board, Massena—$5,000 (REAP CEP #13-11)
Contact: Lora Kanning
712-769-2372; Ikanning@casscoia.us
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

Cass County Conservation Board will develop six program trunks, each containing multi-grade activities on
one topic. The CEP grant will fund the birds and orienteering trunks, which will be placed at the Outdoor
Educational Classroom near Massena. The activities will also be aligned to the lowa Core Curriculum.

Thor’s Outdoor Science Lab
Decorah High School, Decorah--$4,985 (REAP CEP #13-02)
Contact: Kim Sheppard
563-382-3643; kim.sheppard@decorah.k12.ia.us
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

Decorah High School’s two life skills teachers will work with high school science teachers to develop outdoor
science learning activities. This project is based upon the Guthrie Center Elementary School’s “Exploring the
Outdoors to Teach the Core.”

Master River Stewards Program
lowa Rivers Revival, Des Moines--$5,000 (REAP CEP #13-10)
Contact: Rosalyn Lehman
515-724-4093; rlehman@iowarivers.org
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to view the project's midterm report.
Click here to view the project's final report.
This grant builds on a Master River Stewards CEP grant from 2011, and will focus on the Cedar and lowa
River watersheds. It also will leverage the momentum created by the Cedar River Education project, another
CEP-funded initiative. Plans are to train 25 new Master River Stewards who will develop and implement a
project that will improve a local water resource. Partners include IOWATER, the Cedar River Education
Coalition, County Conservation Boards within the Cedar/lowa River basins, the lowa Department of Natural
Resources, the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Watershed Management Authorities
and local watershed groups.
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REAP CEP Grants
Turtles! A Traveling Exhibit for lowa’s Environmental Learning Centers
Dubuque County Historical Society--$23,390 (REAP CEP # 13-08)
Contact: Mark Wagner
563-557-9545, ext. 206; mdwagner@rivermuseum.com
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.
The Turtles! exhibit will be designed and exhibited at eight lowa Environmental Learning Centers,
highlighting the biological, environmental and cultural aspects of native turtles.

Listening to the Prairie Educational Initiative--$16,453
Friends of Hartman Reserve, Cedar Falls—$27,270 (REAP CEP #13-04)
Contact: Ed Gruenwald
319-277-2187; egruenwald@gmail.com

Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

Hartman Reserve will use the Smithsonian traveling exhibit “Listening to the Prairie: Farming in Nature’s
Image,” to educate, motivate, and inform lowans about agriculture in the North American prairie and the
changes that turned grasslands into ag lands. Hartman will oversee the exhibit’s three- year site itinerary.

lowa Project WET Pre-service Workshops
lowa Academy of Science, Cedar Falls--$26,803 (REAP CEP #13-06)
Contact: Marcy Seavey
319-273-7486; seavey@uni.edu
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.
The lowa Academy of Science (IAS) will provide environmental education (EE) workshops for 320 pre-

service using Project WET’s (Water Education for Teachers) Curriculum and Activity Guide.

Midwest Environmental Education Conference (MEEC)
lowa Conservation Education Coalition, Nevada--$33,800 (REAP CEP #13-12)
Contact: Linda Zaletel
515-382-5427; adminicec@hotmail.com

Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

The lowa Conservation Education Coalition (ICEC) in partnership with the lowa Association of Naturalists
(IAN) will host “Seasons of Plenty,” the 2013 Midwest Environmental Education Conference (MEEC). The
2.5-day conference will draw approximately 300 educators from lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois.
Eighty scholarships will be offered to lowa educators. By bringing together traditional and non-formal
educators, the Conference will help coordinate efforts to implement Next Generation Science Standards and
the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) initiative. Participants will leave MEEC
armed with new teaching techniques for inside and outside the classroom, improved understanding of
important and timely topics in education, and a better strategy for meeting education standards and plans.
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lowa Outdoors
lowa Public Television, Johnston—$40,812 (REAP CEP #13-16)
Contact: Wayne Bruns
515-242-4183; wayne@iptv.org
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

To address the need to engage families in outdoor activities, lowa Public Television will produce a new season
of lowa Outdoors and include a new feature targeting young lowans. The segment will highlight activities and
clubs in lowa designed to educate children and give them a better understanding of the biodiversity found
across the state. The goal of the segments is to expose young lowans to the joys of nature and motivate their
parents to plan family outings within the state. The lowa Department of Natural Resources is a partner.

Field Notes
Department of Natural Resource Ecology and Management, lowa State University, Ames--$7,184
(REAP CEP #13-17)
Contact: Rebecca Christoffel
515-294-7429; christof@iastate.edu
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

ISU will prepare 2013 and 2014 editions of Field Notes, recruit educators to use the publications, distribute
copies, evaluate the project in 2013 and 2014 and market the project at conferences. ISU will target science
educators and their students and conservation professionals, serving up to 900 educators and students.

lowa Young Birders Field Trip Project
lowa Young Birders, Solon--$20,025 (REAP CEP #13-15)
Contact: Carl Bendorf
319-333-9667; carl@iowayoungbirders.org
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.

Click here to review the project's final report.
lowa Young Birders will target about 250 lowans ages 8-18 and their parents/relatives, as well as
environmental educators. Publicity, presentations, and post-project publications will extend the project’s reach
to as many as 15,000 others. Youth will better understand how to find and identify birds and how habitat and
conservation practices impact bird populations; parents will better understand how to support and encourage
their children’s interest in birds; field trip participants will spend more time actively exploring lowa’s public
outdoor facilities; and environmental educators will have access to a tested model for conducting successful
young birder field trips.

Young Investigators: Nature-Based Early Childhood Professional Development
Nature Connections--$17,842 (REAP CEP #13-03)
Contact: Ann Ditsworth

712-330-7362; friendsoflakesidelab@gmail.com
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.
The Young Investigators’ program plans to expose professional teams of childhood educators to a new

teaching strategy and provide them with hands-on training and resources to use in teaching out of doors.
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Ecological Immersion Program
Pottawattamie County Conservation Board--$3,886 (REAP CEP Project #13-13)
Contact Person: Tina Popson

712-328-5831; tina.popson@pottcounty.com
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

The Ecological Immersion Program at Hitchcock Nature Center (HNC) will target people interested and
committed to the culture, care and preservation of native communities. The EIP, an eight month series with
one course per month, will serve 10-15 students/session. One goal is for students to understand and articulate
the vital role of biodiversity and healthy ecosystems to the future of the region. Another goal is to teach
dedicated students how to study, understand, and monitor local biodiversity and ecosystem dynamics. A cadre
of volunteer local biodiversity and ecological experts will be an outcome, providing ecosystems monitoring for
HNC and Pottawattamie County Conservation Board. PCCB will partner with New Tree School.

Kids on the Byway: An Authentic Natural Resources Learning Project on the Lincoln Highway
Heritage Byway
Prairie Rivers of lowa--$26,763 (REAP CEP #13-05)
Contact: John Mazzello
515-232-0048; jmazzello@prrcd.org
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

Prairie Rivers of lowa will pilot a project to enable elementary school students to participate in learning
experiences along the byway. The students will demonstrate an ability to more strongly connect the natural
environment, agriculture, food systems, history and sense of place in lowa with their own lives. Activities will

be tied to the lowa Core.

Investigating Shelter, A Midwestern Wickuip University of lowa--$15,695 (REAP CEP #13-14)
Contact: Lynn Alex

319-384-0561; lynn-alex@uiowa.edu
Project funded: November 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

The project will create a supplementary curriculum unit, based on archaeological research, and targeted for use
by hundreds of elementary teachers, non-formal educators and students. Through active engagement in
authentic, inquiry-based scientific study of a wickiup—a shelter used by Midwestern tribes—participants will
know more about lowa’s early environments, natural resources, and the interrelationship with early human
residents and their life ways. Classroom teachers and non-formal educators will learn how to incorporate the
materials into existing curriculum to reach hundreds of students. Modeled after environmental programs such
as Project WET and Project WILD, the unit addresses national education standards and Common Core State
Standards, and will help students achieve science literacy.

Assist and Monitor the Implementation of REAP CEP Grants--$35,000
University of Northern lowa (REAP CEP #13-01)
Contact: Michele Mullings-Shand
319-273-3025; Michele.Mullings-Shand@uni.edu
Project funded: May 2012

Over a 14-month period, UNI Center for Energy & Environmental Education will assist and monitor the
implementation of CEP grants* with a goal to assure they are completed as approved by the CEP Board. The
CEEE will also assist grantees in determination and reporting of grant outputs and impacts, and facilitate the
marketing of CEP grant results to other educators who could benefit from them and to other audiences who
should know about the work of the CEP Board. *The exception will be grant(s) awarded to the to the UNI staff
member who fills this role; the DNR will monitor those grant(s).
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Wildlife of Prairie Roadsides
Environmental Issues Instruction at Upper lowa University--$49,320 (REAP CEP #13-07)
Contact: Barb Ehlers

563-425-5322; ehlersb@uiu.edu
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.

The goal of the project is to improve educators’ environmental teaching skills and knowledge using the theme,
Wildlife of Prairie Roadsides. The issue to be explored is: Should roadsides be restored with native species to
protect wildlife and beautify habitat? Upper lowa University will plan and conduct two graduate workshops.

Rainscaping Loess Soils Plus
West Pottawattamie Soil & Water Conservation District--$20,904 (REAP CEP #13-09)
Contact: Danelle Schmielau

712-328-2489, ext. 307; danelle.schmielau@pottswcd.org
Project funded: June 2012
Click here to review the project's midterm report.
Click here to review the project's final report.
This Soil and Water Conservation District plans to instruct lowa Western Community College students and
members of the community in the use of urban conservation best management practices in loess soils.
Curricula will focus on storm water management and sustainable living strategies.
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