
Needs Assessment/Discussion:  State Hydrology Expertise 
 

Agenda:  March 13, 2012 – 9:00 a.m. to Noon 
 

Facilitator:  Tim Hall, DNR 
 

DNR Conference Room 3E/W 
Wallace State Office Building 
502 E 9th St. Des Moines, Iowa 

 
Instructions for those who wish to call in: 
 

Dial (866) 685-1580.  When the call is answered follow the prompts by entering 
the conference code of 4510673319 followed by #. 

Primary Objective: 
 
At the February 3, 2012 meeting of the State Interagency Missouri River Authority 
(SIMRA) a brief discussion was held concerning the potential hydrology needs for the 
State of Iowa.  During the SIMRA meeting the attached hydrology-related summary 
document, prepared by the DNR, was reviewed. It was recommended that a working 
group of public and private stakeholders be gathered to provide additional input and to 
identify any gaps in current hydrology capabilities.  This initial meeting will examine 
organizational needs for hydrologic information and how this information is 
used/communicated in Iowa.  Subsequent meetings may be needed to fulfill the task of 
this group. 
 
Pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 28L, the State Interagency Missouri River Authority (SIMRA) is 
comprised of representatives of the Governor’s office, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 
Iowa Department of Economic Development, Iowa Department of Transportation, Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, and Iowa Utilities Board.   
 
SIMRA is responsible for providing assistance to the Governor in promoting Iowa’s interests in 
the management of the Missouri River in a manner that positively impacts Iowa’s many interests 
in and along the river and that does not negatively impact landowners along the river or Iowa’s 
economy.   
 
Agenda: 
 

1. Introductions 
2. Review of Objective and Agenda 
3. Needs Assessment:  As the attached document suggests, and as was discussed at 

the SIMRA meeting, one area that needs to be examined is that of needs.   
 



Question:   What is needed by your organization in the way of hydrologic 
information so that decisions can be made and policies 
established within the State of Iowa?   

 
What are your hydrology requirements? 

 
Review and discuss needs as defined by each organization. 

 
4. Data and Information Inventory:  What data and information is currently being 

collected.  Who collects it?  How frequently is it collected?  Where is the 
information stored?  What form is the data in and how can it be accessed?  Does it 
require interpretation in order to become “useable”? 

5. Expertise Inventory:  Which specific staff or programs already exist in State or 
local government, universities, or in non-governmental organizations that could 
be called upon to assist in this effort?   

6. Data and Information Gaps:  Given our needs and current knowledge and 
expertise– what are our information and expertise gaps and shortfalls?  Stated 
differently, what requirements are not being met? 

7. Next Steps – Discussion of next steps for action. 
 
 



State Of Iowa Hydrology Expertise Needs Assessment 
 
Please review before March 13 Meeting 
 
Introductory Information:   
 

Hydrology is the science that deals with the occurrence, distribution, movement and 
properties of the waters of the earth and their relationship with the environment.  A 
hydrologist studies the quantity and quality of water as it moves through the cycle of 
evaporation, precipitation, stream flow, infiltration, ground water flow, and other 
components.  
 
Hydrologists can work in the area of : 
 
A. Scientific or Technical Data and Information – to apply scientific knowledge and 

mathematical principles to solve water-related problems in society.  These can be the 
problems of quantity (too much or too little), quality and availability, or 

B. Public Policy – what decisions or policies should be followed in light of the scientific 
or technical data. 

 
Your Organization’s Needs (related to hydrology): 
 
In order to make better decisions what type of information do you need – What is important to 
you?  This could be issues related to the basic types of information available (precipitation, 
stream flow, groundwater levels, soil moisture, etc), timeliness of information, availability of 
information (how hard is it to access the data you need), accuracy of data, interpretation of 
technical information, long-term projections, etc.  We will be exploring these types of needs as a 
way to define the role of a State Hydrologist – so please record some ideas and bring them along 
with you. 
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