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Presentation Notes
Summarize technical information from 3 primary sources: migration survey, federal harvest surveys, and hunter surveys



Continental Populations of Waterfowl 

Source: USFWS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continentally waterfowl populations are at or near record levels



Duck Species Important to Iowa 
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Top 3 duck species in IA harvest:  
mallard (37%) 

blue-winged teal (22%)  
wood duck (18%) 
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Presentation Notes
Mallards, blue-winged teal, and wood ducks are the most common birds in the bag
All 3 are doing very well



Iowa Waterfowl Hunters 
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Source: Iowa DNR license sales 
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Presentation Notes
long-term decline in IA mig game bird fee sales



Duck Hunting Harvest Packages 

• Liberal: 60 days, 6 birds, 4 mallards, 2 hens 
• Moderate: 45 days, 6 birds, 4 mallards, 1 hen 
• Restrictive: 30 days, 3 birds, 2  mallards, 1 hen 
• Closed 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have been in the liberal package for over 15 years 



USFWS Zone options 

1) No more than 4 zones with no splits 
- Illinois, Wisconsin, and Nebraska 

 
2) No zones with up to 3 segments (2 splits) in the 

season. 
- Arkansas and Mississippi 

 
3) No more than 3 zones with the option for a split. 

-Minnesota, Missouri  



Iowa waterfowl migration survey 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Weekly counts on wildlife areas, normally waterfowl refuges across the state early Sep until Jan 1 or freeze-up.
Provides excellent documentation of migration chronology





North Zone Migration Chronology: 2006-2013 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early season migrants = BWTE and WODU normally peak by 2nd week in Oct
Mid-season migrants mid-Oct through mid-Nov
Divers and MALL peak mid-November
All species except MALL are at zero by 2nd week of Dec.  MALL will hold on with Canada geese, in fact their late-season migration patterns are probably more similar to geese than to the other species of ducks.




South Zone Migration Chronology: 2006-2013 
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Presentation Notes
Longer window of early season migrant peak.  Usually peaked by 3rd week in Oct.
Mid-season migrants 4th week Oct-3rd week Nov.
Divers still mid-november peak
Mall peak 2nd week Nov – 2nd week Dec, rapid decline after that



Federal participation and harvest 
information 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USFWS collects hunter harvest and participation information through the Harvest Information Program (HIP)
Samples size for each state is not huge which limits ability to make inferences, but this is the best data we have.
Two surveys.  Hunter diary (978 diaries) and wing collection (340 hunters).




North Zone Duck Hunting Effort 2006-2013 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Zone duck hunter effort
Average annual % of season days by period
WDS 2006-2013
Error pars 95% CI

Skewed to early in season.  First week of season traditionally most active.  Big drop-off in December




South Zone Duck Hunting Effort 2006-2013 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
South Zone duck hunting effort 
2006-2013 WDS
Average annual % of season days by period
Error Bars 95% CI

First week of season still very popular, but a more constant effort than NZ.  Mid-Nov very popular, big drop-off in Dec.



North Zone Duck Harvest 2007-2012 
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Presentation Notes
North Zone duck harvest
PCS 2007-2012
Average  % annual harvest by period
95% CI

Opening weeks of the season by far have the most harvest



South Zone Duck Harvest 2007-2012 
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Presentation Notes
South Zone Duck Harvest
PCS 2007-2012
Average % annual harvest by period
95% CI

First week has high harvest.  Otherwise harvest seems to track participation.  Lowest harvest of year comes during the last two weeks.




2015 Iowa Waterfowl Hunter Survey 

• Stratified random 
sample to ensure 
representation from all 
regions. 
 

• Response rate of 34%. 



Duck hunting experience in Iowa 
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How did you hunt ducks in 2014? 

Source: IA DNR mail survey 
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Presentation Notes
Iowa hunters have diverse preferences to hunt ducks



Estimated number of waterfowl 
hunters by zone 
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Source: IA DNR mail survey 



Preferred zone 
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Satisfaction with timing of the duck season 
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Satisfaction with the boundaries of waterfowl 
hunting zones 
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Did you travel outside your primary 
hunting zone? 
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Statewide: most important weeks for 
duck hunting 
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North zone: most important weeks for 
duck hunting 
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Presentation Notes
4th week in October through 3rd week in November most important for NZ hunters.




South zone: most important weeks for 
duck hunting 
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Presentation Notes
The most important duck hunting weeks for South Zone hunters were Nov 2 through Dec 1.



Missouri River zone: most important weeks 
for duck hunting 
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Presentation Notes
In the Missouri River zone the 2nd week of Nov through the 1st week of Dec were most important



The duck season should be open more days in 
October than in December 
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North zone: most important weeks for 
Canada goose hunting 
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Source: Iowa DNR mail survey  



South zone: most important weeks for 
Canada goose hunting 
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Missouri River zone: most important weeks 
for Canada goose hunting 
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