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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Summarize technical information from 3 primary sources: migration survey, federal harvest surveys, and hunter surveys


Continental Populations of Waterfowl
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Continentally waterfowl populations are at or near record levels


Population Estimate (in Millions)

Duck Species Important to lowa
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Mallards, blue-winged teal, and wood ducks are the most common birds in the bag
All 3 are doing very well
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long-term decline in IA mig game bird fee sales


Duck Hunting Harvest Packages

Liberal: 60 days, 6 birds, 4 mallards, 2 hens
Moderate: 45 days, 6 birds, 4 mallards, 1 hen

Restrictive: 30 days, 3 birds, 2 mallards, 1 hen
Closed
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We have been in the liberal package for over 15 years 


USFWS Zone options

1) No more than 4 zones with no splits

- lllinois, Wisconsin, and Nebraska

2) No zones with up to 3 segments (2 splits) in the
season.

- Arkansas and Mississippi

3) No more than 3 zones with the option for a split.

-Minnesota, Missouri



lowa waterfowl migration survey
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Weekly counts on wildlife areas, normally waterfowl refuges across the state early Sep until Jan 1 or freeze-up.
Provides excellent documentation of migration chronology




North Zone Migration Chronology: 2006-2013
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Early season migrants = BWTE and WODU normally peak by 2nd week in Oct
Mid-season migrants mid-Oct through mid-Nov
Divers and MALL peak mid-November
All species except MALL are at zero by 2nd week of Dec.  MALL will hold on with Canada geese, in fact their late-season migration patterns are probably more similar to geese than to the other species of ducks.
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South Zone Migration Chronology: 2006-2013
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Longer window of early season migrant peak.  Usually peaked by 3rd week in Oct.
Mid-season migrants 4th week Oct-3rd week Nov.
Divers still mid-november peak
Mall peak 2nd week Nov – 2nd week Dec, rapid decline after that


Federal participation and harvest
information

Waterfowl Hunting Record
1. IFYOU DID NOT HUNT DUCKS, GEESE, OR BRANT THIS SEASON, please check the box to the right and mail this form.
2. Please racord your parsonal hunting activity for each day you hunted ducks, geesa, or brant in the State specified in the
attached letter, Record the number of birds you personally bagged; DO NOT include birds shot by other people. Please
include ALL of your hunts for the birds listed; if you did not bag any birds during a hunt, record zero (0) for the birds you
hunted that day.
3. IF YOU HUNTED DUCKS, GEESE, OR BRANT BUT DO NOT HAVE DETAILED RECORDS, check tha box to the
right and go 16 question number 6 16 record your Season Totals 22

4. Please include additional comments on a SEPARATE SHEET of paper

Please print all characters in BLACK ink using CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY as shown below . .
Number of Birds Killed
[ABICIDEFIGHT TKILMNOP QR STUVWXYIZ [0/123/4/567'8'9] and Retrieved
Date of Hunt State of Sea
Month Day County of Hunt Humt  Dudks ey  Geese  Brant

5. IFYOU RUN OUT OF SPACE ON THIS FORM, please call 1-800-419-2965 from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm EST fo receive an additional form.
We will ask you for the serial number located at the battom of this form.

6. SEASON TOTALS:

Birds Birds
Days Killed and Downed
Hunted Retrieved but Lost
Please call 1-800-327-BAND to report banded birds.

Ducks
Sea Ducks
Geese
Brant
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The wing should : flesh or blood

3. Use one envelope (with inner envelope) for each
set of wing and tail feathers.
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PULL THESE

We only need the feathers that you cut from the wing
and the feathers that you pullfrom the tail. This wil
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glands and remain dry and odor free in the mail.

- Mail the teard to us " i Do ot put t P 1

Please do not write in this block.
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If the bird was banded, please write the band number
below, AND report the band to the BIRD BANDING
Laboratory by calling 1-800-327-BAND{(2263).
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MJI“ OMB No. 1018-0015
Approval Experes Feb. 29, 2008
DUCKS, BRANT & COOT FOR GEESE ONLY
1. Cut the least damaged wing close to the body | 1. Cutithe outer 3 primary feathers of the wing about 6
without including any flesh. inches from the tip and send the wing tips.
2. Make certain any blood has drained and dried. 2. Pull outall the tail feathers. Do not cut the ramp off
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USFWS collects hunter harvest and participation information through the Harvest Information Program (HIP)
Samples size for each state is not huge which limits ability to make inferences, but this is the best data we have.
Two surveys.  Hunter diary (978 diaries) and wing collection (340 hunters).



North Zone Duck Hunting Effort 2006-2013
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North Zone duck hunter effort
Average annual % of season days by period
WDS 2006-2013
Error pars 95% CI

Skewed to early in season.  First week of season traditionally most active.  Big drop-off in December



South Zone Duck Hunting Effort 2006-2013

16 -

14 -

h 1 |”H“||

12

10

Sep 3Sep 40ct 10ct 20ct 30ct 40ct 5Nov 1Nov 2Nov 3Nov 4 Dec 1 Dec 2 Dec 3

week

Source: USFWS harvest surveys


Presenter
Presentation Notes
South Zone duck hunting effort 
2006-2013 WDS
Average annual % of season days by period
Error Bars 95% CI

First week of season still very popular, but a more constant effort than NZ.  Mid-Nov very popular, big drop-off in Dec.


North Zone Duck Harvest 2007-2012
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North Zone duck harvest
PCS 2007-2012
Average  % annual harvest by period
95% CI

Opening weeks of the season by far have the most harvest
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South Zone Duck Harvest 2007-2012
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South Zone Duck Harvest
PCS 2007-2012
Average % annual harvest by period
95% CI

First week has high harvest.  Otherwise harvest seems to track participation.  Lowest harvest of year comes during the last two weeks.



2015 lowa Waterfowl Hunter Survey

e Stratified random "
sample to ensure N
representation from all

regions.

 Response rate of 34%.
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Iowa hunters have diverse preferences to hunt ducks


# of hunters

Estimated number of waterfowl
hunters by zone
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Satisfaction with the boundaries of waterfowl
hunting zones
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Did you travel outside your primary
hunting zone?
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North zone: most important weeks for

duck hunting
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4th week in October through 3rd week in November most important for NZ hunters.
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South zone: most important weeks for
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The most important duck hunting weeks for South Zone hunters were Nov 2 through Dec 1.


Missouri River zone: most important weeks
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In the Missouri River zone the 2nd week of Nov through the 1st week of Dec were most important


Missouri River Zone

North Zone

[1 Statewide

The duck season should be open more days in
October than in December
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North zone: most important weeks for
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South zone: most important weeks for
Canada goose hunting
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Missouri River zone: most important weeks
for Canada goose hunting
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